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Update after Initial Consultation 
 

   
   

1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update the Board on the outcome of the initial public 
consultation exercise on the licensing of Sexual Entertainment Venues in Inverclyde and to 
seek the Board’s view on passing a resolution as set out in Appendix 1. 

 

   
2.0 SUMMARY  

   
2.1 The Air Weapons and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2015 introduced legislation amending the Civic 

Government (Scotland) Act 1982 which provides local authorities with a discretion to introduce 
a licensing system for Sexual Entertainment Venues (SEVs).  

 

   
2.2 At its meeting on 9 December 2020, the Board authorised the Head of Legal & Property 

Services to carry out a public consultation exercise in respect of the proposed licensing of 
Sexual Entertainment Venues in order to gather the views of the local community in determining 
whether Sexual Entertainment Venues should be licensed in Inverclyde.  The outcome of the 
consultation exercise will inform the Board when considering whether to make a resolution to 
licence Sexual Entertainment Venues.   

 

   
2.3 A consultation exercise was carried out by officers between 21 December 2020 and 12 

February 2021.  The consultation was issued to internal consultees within Inverclyde Council, 
religious organisations, Community Councils and Police Scotland.  Responses to the 
consultation are attached at Appendix 2.  The consultation was also made available to 
members of the public on the Council’s website 

 

   
3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  

   
3.1 

 
 

3.2 
 

 
 
 
 
3.3   

That the Board note the contents of this report and consider the responses received to the initial 
public consultation on the licensing of Sexual Entertainment Venues in Inverclyde. 
 
In light of the responses received, determine whether to pass a resolution to licence Sexual 
Entertainment Venues in Inverclyde and specify a date when the resolution will take effect; and  
if appropriate instruct the Interim Head of Legal Services to publish a notice of the resolution as 
required at least 28 days before the Resolution comes into effect which can be no earlier than 
one year after the Resolution is made. 
 
In the event that a resolution is passed by the Board  requiring that Sexual Entertainment 
Venues in Inverclyde be licensed  to instruct the Interim Head of Legal Services to: 
 
a) consult with groups who may have an interest in the matter including, but not limited to, 
Police Scotland , Violence against Women Partnerships, Inverclyde Women’s Aid as well as the 
public in relation to the formation of a Licensing Policy Statement; and   
 
b) report back to the Board providing a proposed note of application process for approval by the 
Board , including a draft Sexual Entertainment Policy Statement.  

 

Anne Sinclair 
Interim Head of Legal Services 

 
 



 
 
 

4.0 BACKGROUND  
   

4.1 The Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, as amended allows local authorities to carefully 
consider whether there would be merit in passing a resolution to licence Sexual Entertainment 
Venues, now or in the future  and setting a number, which may be nil, of such venues 
operating in their area in the future. If no resolution is in place, then no licence is required to 
operate a Sexual Entertainment Venue and an existing Sexual Entertainment could continue 
to operate or new Sexual Entertainment Venues could come into operation within a local 
authority area without a Sexual Entertainment licence.  There are currently no Sexual 
Entertainment Venues in Inverclyde. 

 

   
4.2 Where a local authority decides to licence Sexual Entertainment Venues, the newly 

introduced section 45B of the 1982 Act, enables the local authority to pass a resolution in 
order for Sexual Entertainment Venue licensing to have effect in their area.  It also stipulates 
in terms of section 45C that where a local authority decides to licence Sexual Entertainment 
Venues it must prepare a Sexual Entertainment Venue policy statement.  The resolution must 
specify a date from when it is to take effect in the area, which must be at least one year from 
the date the resolution is passed.  The proposal must be published for a period of at least 28 
days prior to implementation to allow for any representations to be made.  If no 
representations are received then officers can proceed to publish the final notice of resolution 
in the local newspaper. 

 

   
4.3 In considering whether to pass a resolution a local authority should carefully consider, 

whether they wish to control Sexual Entertainment Venues even if no such premises are 
currently in operation in their area.  It is important to note that If the Council does not adopt 
such a power to control Sexual Entertainment Venues then Sexual Entertainment Venues, 
both existing and new venues, will be able to operate without any direct control from the 
Council.   

 

   
4.4 Where a Local Authority has passed a resolution that a licensing regime for Sexual 

Entertainment Venues will have effect in their area, they will then be required to prepare and 
publish a Sexual Entertainment Venue policy statement.  The policy statement should set out 
clearly the justification of the local authority’s position with regard to licensing Sexual 
Entertainment Venues. Any such policy should provide details of the licensing conditions 
together with enforcement details. Such a policy statement could potentially include a 
provision that there will be no Sexual Entertainment Venues permitted within the areaor that 
they are restricted in number , if that is deemed appropriate following consultation. 

 

   
4.5 The Policy Statement should also include details of the impact of the licensing of Sexual 

Entertainment Venues in the area of Inverclyde taking into account the licensing objectives of 
preventing public nuisance, securing public safety, protecting children and young people from 
harm and reducing violence against women. 

 

   
5.0 PROPOSALS   

   
5.1 At its meeting on 9 December 2020 the Board agreed to instruct a public consultation in 

respect of the proposed licensing of Sexual Entertainment Venues. The Consultation was 
advertised online on the Council’s website and advertised in a local newspaper. In addition 
the consultation was issued to all religious organisations and Community Councils within 
Inverclyde,  Police Scotland and Inverclyde Womens Aid. 

 

   
5.2 There were a total of 7 responses received in relation to the consultation and these responses 

are included at Appendix 1. From the responses, following the initial consultation, it is clear 
that there is broad support for the introduction of a licensing regime for Sexual Entertainment 
Venues in Inverclyde and for a Nil Policy. 

 

   



 
   

5.3 The Board requires to consider the responses and determine whether Sexual Entertainment 
Venues ought to be licensed within Inverclyde. If the Board is minded to pass a Resolution 
introducing licensing for Sexual Entertainment Venues then the Resolution requires to be 
published in a local newspaper at least 28 days before the Resolution comes into effect which 
can be no earlier than one year after the Resolution is made.  

 

   
5.4 If the Resolution is passed, the Act requires the Board to agree to a Sexual Entertainment 

Venue Policy Statement and this requires to be developed following consultation with 
interested groups. 

 

   
5.5 If the Board is minded to pass a Resolution it is proposed that a further report be submitted to 

this Board recommending a process for applications if appropriate including details about the 
application process. Furthermore, this report will provide, for the Board’s approval, a draft 
Licensing Statement which will be prepared in consultation with interested groups as set out 
in paragraph 3.2 of this report 

 

   
   

6.0 IMPLICATIONS  
   

6.1 Finance  
   
 There are no new financial implications at this stage, however if a resolution was passed 

that Sexual Entertainment Venues should be regulated within the area then an exercise 
will need to be undertaken in respect of determining fees associated with SEV s. 
 
There are resource implications in terms of staff time in relation to establishing any new 
licensing regime.  

 

   
 Financial Implications:  

 
One off Costs 
 

Cost Centre Budget 
Heading 

Budget  
Years 

Proposed 
Spend this 
Report 

Virement 
From 

Other Comments 

N/A 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Annually Recurring Costs/ (Savings) 
 

Cost Centre Budget 
Heading 

With 
Effect 
from 

Annual Net 
Impact 

Virement 
From (If 
Applicable) 

Other Comments 

N/A 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
6.2 Legal  

   
 The legal issues are addressed more fully within this report.  
   

6.3 Human Resources  
   
 There are no Human Resources implications  
   



 
 

6.4 Equalities  
   

(a) Equalities  
   
 Has an Equality Impact Assessment been carried out?  
   
  

YES (see attached appendix) 

x 
NO – This report does not introduce a new policy, function or strategy or 
recommend a substantive change to an existing policy, function or strategy.  
Therefore, no Equality Impact Assessment is required 

 

 

   
(b) Fairer Scotland Duty  

   
 If this report affects or proposes any major strategic decision:-  
   
 Has there been active consideration of how this report’s recommendations reduce inequalities 

of outcome? 
 

   
  YES – A written statement showing how this report’s recommendations reduce 

inequalities of outcome caused by socio-economic disadvantage has been 
completed. 

x NO 
 

 

   
(c) Data Protection  

   
 Has a Data Protection Impact Assessment been carried out?  
   
  YES – This report involves data processing which may result in a high risk to the 

rights and freedoms of individuals. 

x NO 
 

 

   
6.5 Repopulation  

   
 There are no repopulation implications.  
   

7.0 CONSULTATIONS  
   

7.1 A public consultation exercise has been undertaken in relation to the proposed licensing of 
Sexual Entertainment Venues following changes to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 
1982. 

 

   
7.2 A further consultation will be required should the Board decide to pass a resolution that SEV s 

do require to be licensed within Inverclyde. 
 

   
  .   

 
 



APPENDIX 1 To report regarding licensing of Sexual Entertainment Venues 

General Purposes Board 9 June 2021 

Draft SEV Resolution 

RESOLUTION 

Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (“the Act”) 

The Inverclyde Council Entertainment Venues Resolution 

The Inverclyde Council, in exercise of its powers in terms of Sections 9 and 45A-45C of the 
Act, hereby makes the following resolution:- 

1. Section 45A-45C of the Act relating to Public Entertainment shall continue to have
effect throughout the Council’s area.

2. Subject to the terms of the Act, a Sexual Entertainment Venue licence shall be required
for the use of the premises specified in (3) below at places of Sexual Entertainment as
from (date to be confirmed).

3. The premises in the Council’s area which require to be licensed under the Resolution
will be those which provide the following activity:

(a) the use of any premises at which sexual entertainment is provided before a live
audience, for the direct or indirect financial benefit of the organiser

The premises set out at (a) above shall require to be licensed by Inverclyde Council in 
accordance with the provisions of Schedule 2 of the Act and shall be regulated by those 
provisions.  
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